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We started our project about what Freedom means to me by considering what life was like 
in lockdown and what we had missed about our own lives because of the COVID 
pandemic.



We then looked at freedom, using WWII as a driver to support our thinking.  Our Sparkling 
Start involved some support from Mr Allen, who helped us see that life changed in Britain 
at the start of WWII.



In history, we listened to the declaration of war given by Neville Chamberlin and then we 
wrote our own declarations – people’s freedoms and the life that they knew was going to 
change.



We found out that many 
people had to leave their 
homes during the war in order 
to stay safe from German 
bombing.  Children living in big 
cities were evacuated to the 
countryside to live with new 
families.  The freedom to live 
at home and carry on as 
normal was lost.

In history, we looked at 
propaganda and created our 
own posters to encourage 
families to send their children 
out of the cities.



For our first mini outcome we 
used our experiences from 
drama activities and history 
to write our own evacuee diary 
entry.

After our first drafts, we 
learnt about emotive language 
in English.  Then we co-
constructed a rubric and 
peers critiqued our writing.



We acted upon feedback to improve our work and 
created a second draft before critiquing again.

Finally, we responded to that feedback and 
published our polished work.



In Art, we found out that some 
artists were deemed to be 
inadequate by the Nazi party –
their freedoms to express their 
work though art was taken away.  
Many great pieces of artwork were 
destroyed and some are still 
missing today – like ‘The Road to 
Tarascon’..

We learnt how to paint in the style 
of one of the great artists whose 
work was affected by WWII –
Vincent Van Gogh.  We learnt how 
to place paint to create texture and 
produced our own paintings of the 
Blitz on London.



In history, we built an overview of world history and discovered that Britain and the people 
in it were not the only ones to have their freedoms challenged.  Jewish people had their 
lives turned upside down – their freedoms were taken away, they were treated terribly and 
many millions lost their lives at the hands of the Nazi regime.

A visitor from the National Holocaust Centre 
came in and we learnt about the life of a 
Jewish boy through a new app called ‘The 
Journey’.

We found out a little more 
about Jewish lives, in PSHE, 
through Anne Frank’s diary and 
produced work to show how 
freedoms were initially affected.



Listening to Ruth, a Jewish survivor from WWII, 
and asking her questions about her life really 
helped us to understand what freedom meant to 
her.  The National Holocaust Centre also sent a 
film crew as they wanted to use the footage to 
launch their learning app called ‘The Journey’.  
We can’t wait to see the results.



In our second mini outcome, we used pencil techniques to create portraits. We followed a 
cold piece, by creating a rubric and built our skills for creating shadow and light and also 
perspective in order to create realistic portraits.



We applied our skills to then create pencil portraits (using peer critiquing to improve our 
work at different stages) of other famous people who had fought for freedoms.  In English, 
we researched our chosen freedom fighter and wrote biographies to go alongside our 
portraits.
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What does freedom mean to me?
These are some of our reflections and responses:


